Oregon Focus on Mathematics  
BSD Math Project Team Questions – MS
· Is PD ongoing or designed to build teacher leader capacity?  Provided by Publisher
· Professional development for the Oregon Focus on Math series will be provided by the series authors here in Oregon.  Professional development will be provided yearly throughout the seven-year cycle at grade-level.  SMc Curriculum will also facilitate professional learning community meetings throughout the district to guide data-driven decision making in mathematics.
· Can you give more information on how instruction is differentiated for students working 2 or more levels below?
· The Core Standards (NCTM Curriculum Focal Points) were developed so that students can work in their grade level standards at a pace that allows for reaching a level of proficiency within each standard.  The Oregon Focus on Math Series provides tiered worksheets that are written specifically for learning disabled, low achieving and/or ELL students.  The tiered worksheets utilize a variety of strategies to address the needs of these populations within each Core Standard.
· Are text books available in Spanish, or just supplementary resources?
· Only supplemental materials are provided in Spanish as well as a Spanish-English glossary in each text.
· What would Algebra I students use?
· The textbooks in the Oregon Focus on Math series can be compacted - 4 Core Standard texts per year in 6th and 7th grade with Linear Equations (8.1) in Algebra I.  The Oregon Focus on Math Series was written to flow into any Algebra I text that is written to the Oregon Core Standards.
· What other districts have adopted this?
· Districts around the state (i.e. Springfield, Bethel, Seaside) are piloting the series.  Klamath City Schools and Sweet Home School District have adopted the curriculum.  The series was written to the new 2007 Oregon Core Standards so it has been written in the past 18 months and has not been available for adoption until this year.
· What is your source of real world problems?
· Real-world problems are found throughout the lessons and exercises.  The Explore activities (found within the lessons) often include real-world situations that middle school students’ experiences. 
· Stated that the program provides closure for topics (they aren’t repeated through the years).  Does this mean that the program does not build on topics?  (not just from chapter to chapter, but year to year)
· The idea of closure is that students will have the instruction, time and practice to reach a level of proficiency within each Core Standard.  This is provided in each Oregon Focus on Math text.  The Core Standards (NCTM Focal Points) were written to also connect to one another through the Connections, which are embedded in the Oregon Focus on Math Series.  Each Oregon Focus on Math text also includes pre-requisite lessons that refresh students’ skills on previous topics that a Core Standard will require as entry-level skills.
· Prerequisites?  What about the students who came to us without knowing this content for whatever reason? 
· The first block of each text contains pre-requisite lessons that will allow teachers to lesson plan to meet the needs of their students. 
· Isn’t all teaching both student centered (because it’s for them, we are here) and teacher directed?  Doesn’t the teacher direct everything that happens in his or her classroom?
· Teacher-directed instruction is different from student-centered learning in the way the teacher participates in the classroom.  During student-centered learning, the teacher acts as a facilitator.  During direct instruction, the teacher is giving more explicit direction to their students in their mathematics learning.  The Oregon Focus on Math includes a combination of both types of classroom structures.
· How is this program rigorous?
· The new Oregon Core Standards are rigorous in their placement of concepts and the depth to which those concepts are extended.  The series includes nine extension activities in each block (chapter) that go deeper in the standards or extend to future learning. 
· Will we find errors because this is the 1st edition?
· The Oregon Focus on Math Series went through 9 rounds of reviews and editing to minimize the number of errors found in the first edition.
· What does your professional development look like?

SMc Curriculum is a publishing company comprised of local Oregon math educators who believe in the importance of sustainable, long-term professional development.  SMc Curriculum is able to offer Beaverton School District a comprehensive staff development plan which includes training specific to Oregon teachers and scheduling flexibility.

· One full-day training for all teachers 

· How to utilize series components.

· Strategies for implementing Core Standards while the OAKS assessment continues to assess the 2002 standards.

· Using formative assessments to drive instruction.

· Half-day trainings for teachers at each grade-level (6, 7, and 8) 

· Each half-day session will be specific to one Core Standard.

· Modeling lessons for conceptual understanding, computational fluency and problem-solving.

· Question and answer time.

· Monthly Professional Learning Community afterschool trainings for all teachers 
· Data discussions

· Unit/lesson planning

· Strategizing interventions

· Do you have an implementation guide transitioning from the old (2002) standards, to the new standards (2007)?
· Teachers will be given not only a transition document but also a month-long OAKS assessment preparation unit for the 2009-10 school year that addresses the 2002 standards.  This will be replaced in 2010-2011 with a Oregon OAKS assessment preparation for the 2007 Core Standards (which will be officially tested during this year).
· What role does the calculator play in your program?
· Many of the standards in the Oregon Core Standards utilize the term “fluency” when dealing with computation concepts.  The Oregon Focus on Math Series focuses on fluency without a calculator for these concepts.  The use of calculators is expected as students move into the 7th and 8th grade Core Standards that are not focused on computational fluency.
· How do you interface with the various HS curricula we are looking at?
· The Oregon Focus on Math Series is written to meet the requirements of the NCTM Curriculum Focal Points.  The goal of these standards is to give students the required skills to successfully enter Algebra I as a freshman (unless curriculum is compacted to prepare students before this time).  Since the Oregon Focus on Math Series was written to directly address these standards, it should feed well into any standards-based HS curricula.
· Have any districts adopted your curricula yet?
· Most Oregon school districts are adopting curriculum this year or next.  Our materials only became available for purchase in the fall of 2008.  Sweet Home School District and Klamath Falls City Schools have already moved forward with the adoption of the Oregon Focus on Math Series.
· Are there any interim assessments?
· There will be an interim OAKS 2002 preparation and assessment supplemental pack at each grade level that will be made available for implementation time when the OAKS assessment still assesses the 2002 standards.
· 40% of the students in the Beaverton School District are English Language Learners.  How does your curriculum move away from language dependent towards language development?
· The entire series is written at Lexile-levels two grade levels (or more) below the grade-level that the texts are written for.  This allows students who are acquiring English language skills to not deal have constant barriers (i.e. complex sentences and large words) while learning the mathematics.
· Great you have Spanish assessments, but what about other ELL students?
· At this time, there are only English and Spanish assessments.
