[image: image1.emf]

	Everyday Mathematics Beaverton Math Project Team Questions

	Are all Learning Targets aligned to individual grade levels?
	The Everyday Mathematics authorship team has correlated the curriculum to the NCTM standards, thus insuring that the Oregon State Core and Content Standards have been fully met.  The correlation document shows that each standard at each grade has ample opportunities for students to practice and maintain skills throughout each year.

Please see the detailed correlation document of Everyday Mathematics to the Oregon State Core and Content Standards.



	Use/need of calculator?
	Everyday Mathematics teaches students how to use technology appropriately. The curriculum includes many activities in which learning is extended and enhanced through the use of calculators. At the same time, all activities intended to reinforce basic computation skills are clearly marked with a "no calculator" sign. 


	How does “Everyday Math” define a balanced approach?

Would you classify Everyday Math learning more towards student centered /teacher directed?

All of the activities shown looked teach directed – is there a balance with discovery based instruction?


	Everyday Mathematics provides a balanced approach for teaching and learning.  Part 1 of each lesson provides a “soft script” for the teacher to follow when teaching the main objective and learning target.  There are questions with sample student responses included within the Teacher Lesson Guide.  Students are encouraged to use manipulatives and prompted to have discussions with other students.  Students gain important insights about mathematics by building on each others’ discoveries.  Because verbalization often clarifies concepts, talking about mathematics is an important part of thinking about mathematics. 

	How important is staff development in the implementation of Everyday Math?

What does the follow-up professional development look like?

How much teacher training is needed to teach with?


	Everyday Mathematics has had a long time commitment to providing teachers with in-service and professional development conducted by Everyday Mathematics teachers who have successfully used this program in their own classrooms. The professional development plan is done in conjunction with the district officials to make sure that Beaverton receives the support they need.  The staff development varies from campus to campus, so it will be important to assess the individual needs and plan accordingly.

Everyday Mathematics provides many training options that are customized to meet the needs of your district.  Trainings include, but not limited to:  

· Initial Training 

· Follow Up Training

· Administrator Training

· Mentor & Math Coach Training

The Follow-Up training is based on school-wide needs.  Conversations between the district math coordinator and sales representative are vital to providing the professional development that is needed.  Various topics include differentiation, assessment, lesson planning and pacing.


	How would “assessment management system” work with eSIS?
	The online Assessment Management System is a stand-alone unique tool to Everyday Mathematics to track student, class, school, and district progress toward mastery of Grade-Level Goals.



	How is it that this program seems too good?
	Everyday Mathematics has a long history of success!  We have over 20 years of research and development that has produced the very best teaching tools, coupled with explicit differentiation and activities that actively engage students in their learning of mathematical concepts.


	Can teachers change problems, words, directions, test items, etc. on the online versions of the materials?
	The online versions of the teacher resources do not allow for changes.  There is a Teacher Assessment Assistant where teachers can create additional work sheets, homework and tests.


	Can the family letters and family communication tools, including other languages, be emailed to parents or posted on a teacher web page, rather than copied on paper to distribute to parents?

	Yes!  The family letters for each unit can be downloaded and saved in a PDF format.

	Is the Differentiation Handbook standard or an extra cost?
	The Differentiation Handbook is included in the Classroom Resource Package.  It is not a separate purchase.  Additionally, part 3 of each lesson throughout the Teacher Lesson Guide provides differentiation options to meet the needs of all learners.


	Technology eSuite – is that standard?  Can students use it for differentiation – i.e. work at an advanced rate?
	Everyday Mathematics offers teachers and students many technology options to make teaching easier and learning more fun.  The eSuite is an additional purchase that is worked out with the district.  The technology eSuite contains the following:

· The Assessment Management System

· ePlanner

· iSRBs

· Student Games

· Family Letters

The students are able to play all games from K-6 and able to view the Student Reference Books 1st-6th.



	How many grade levels in research?
	Each grade level, PreK-6th, of Everyday Mathematics went through extensive research and field testing.


	How do you interpret “problems involving basic facts”?  Do you use Polya’s problem definition?  (Polya – a problem is a “word problem”)
	Everyday Mathematics provides lessons that teach through problem solving, not just about problem solving.  Students are encouraged to use a variety of strategies to solve problems and to explain those strategies.  Activities and lessons explore a wide variety of mathematical content, such as geometry, probability, and algebra, in contexts that are interesting to students and worthy of their time and attention.



	Is Everyday Mathematics material/books available in multiple languages?
	Yes, all Everyday Mathematics materials are available in Spanish for the teachers and students.  
Parent letters are also available in Chinese, Russian, Urdu, Bengali, Haitian Creole, Korean, and Arabic.
The Multilingual Handbook also contains key concepts and lesson descriptions in Arabic, Vietnamese, Hmong, Traditional Chinese, Haitian Creole, German, Korean, Tagalog, and Russian.


	Do you provide assessment material that aligns specifically with national NCTM Standards?
	The Everyday Mathematics authorship team has correlated the curriculum to the NCTM standards, thus insuring that the Oregon State Core and Content Standards have been fully met.  The correlation document shows that each standard at each grade has ample opportunities for students to practice and maintain skills throughout each year.

Each lesson in Everyday Mathematics contains a Recognizing Student Achievement note that highlights specific tasks that teachers can use for assessment to monitor children’s progress toward Grade-Level Goals.

Every unit contains suggestions for Writing/Reasoning prompts to use with Math Boxes where students are asked to further explain their thinking.

Every unit contains suggestions for teachers to collect student portfolio work samples that reflect the mathematical growth of the student.

The Progress Check lesson found at the end of each unit is a combination of assessment opportunities including whole-group assessment, oral and slate assessment, a student self assessment, open response task assessment, along with the formative and summative written assessment.



	What’s the readability?

Is the academic language in the book language dependent?

	Please see the information on the reading analysis of the Everyday Mathematics program to the Lexile Framework for reading.



	Is the journal a supplemental material that must be purchased yearly?

Do kids get workbooks that get replaced each year?

What exactly is the Student Math Journal?  Is it a blank journal or is it a workbook?  If it is a workbook, how does it adapt for differentiation?
	The student journals in Everyday Mathematics are an integral part of the program that are used daily and provide a portfolio of student progress throughout the year for students, teachers, and parents.  They are a consumable piece that is purchased each year.


	When they say “differentiate” what do they mean exactly?  How about learning styles?
	Part 3 of each Everyday Mathematics lesson has Differentiation Options to meet the needs of all students in the classroom.  

· Readiness Activities previews the lesson content to provide students with alternative strategies for learning concepts and skills.  

· Extra Practice activities provide children with additional support opportunities related to the content of the lesson.

· Enrichment Activities provide ways for children to apply or further explore Key Concepts and Skills emphasized in the lesson.

· The Support for English Language Learners section is designed to promote language development related to Key Concepts and Skills.  Several vocabulary routines are established early in each grade and are revisited throughout the year.

Each lesson is based on a grade level objective and key concept.  The authors understand that every child might not be exactly on that level for that reason they offer options for those performing below grade level and above grade level.  Everyday Mathematics lessons are varied in the teaching modes and offer many learning experiences through manipulatives, games, paper/pencil activities, technology, and cooperative learning.



	“Unparalleled results” – based on what?  What is the depth and extent of the analysis (i.e. number of years)?
	Everyday Mathematics effectiveness has been documented through a variety of studies. No other program has been scrutinized as widely, both from researchers and program users. Everyday Mathematics students have been found to be mathematically literate on a wide variety of measures, including state-mandated tests, commercially available standardized tests, tests constructed by UCSMP, and tests written by independent researchers.

As a recent report from the National Academy of Sciences (National Research Council, 2004) makes clear, no other currently available elementary school mathematics program has been subjected to so much scrutiny by so many researchers. The agreement about the curriculum across so many research studies is the strongest evidence that Everyday Mathematics is effective.
Everyday Mathematics is more rigorous than many other programs, and the results are seen in higher test scores. For example, the ARC Center, located at the Consortium for Mathematics and its Applications (COMAP), studied the records of 78,000 students and found that the average standardized test scores were significantly higher for students in Everyday Mathematics schools than for students in comparison schools.

In the Everyday Mathematics Intervention Report, posted by the What Works Clearinghouse, Everyday Mathematics was found to have a “potentially positive effect” – this is the second highest rating possible – something not yet accomplished by any other elementary math curriculum.

	How do the Eugene teachers and parents feel about the adoption?  I would be interested in their response, not the publishers.

	We encourage districts to contact and network with other districts using the Everyday Mathematics program.  A comprehensive users list has been provided to the district.
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