
Division & Sport Breakdown 

Finding a college that fits you both academically 
and athletically can be a tricky task. 
 

Even if you have the brainpower to succeed in the classroom and the skills to dominate 
your sport, finding a college division or association that fits you both academically and 
athletically can be a tricky task.  

Check out the following chart. It outlines much of what you need to know—and be aware 
of—concerning the various college athletics divisions and associations. You’ll learn 
whether the elite competition and top-notch facilities of a D-I school are where it’s at for 
you, or if the smaller classes and chance to be a solid twosport athlete at a D-III put a smile 
on your face. 

Upon reviewing this information, you’ll know that D-III programs [both NCAA and NJCAA] 
provide no athletic aid. For divisions that do offer aid, each association [NCAA, NAIA and 
NJCAA] determines the total number of athletic scholarships available for each sport. 

For scholarship purposes, sports are categorized as either headcount or equivalency. 
Headcount sports (e.g., football) have a set number of full  

scholarships only. If an NCAA D-I college with 85 football scholarships offers one to you, it 
has 84 left for other players. Equivalency sports (e.g., baseball) also have a set number of 
scholarships, but they can be divided among any number of student-athletes. So if your 
sport has three scholarships available, a school can award a full scholarship to you, split the 
second between two athletes, and divide the third among three or more athletes. 

When talking with college coaches, remember to ask whether your sport is headcount or 
equivalency. This will give you an idea of what kind of money is available. 

 



 

  


